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[Beginning of transcript] 
 
 
ROGER: Before we start I according to the ethics approval I need to mention again that if there 
is anything that you do not want to discuss just give me a signal like, “oh let’s not go there”, and 
then we can edit that out. 
 
FRANK: Sure. 
 
ROGER: And secondly that you can withdraw at any time and that we will probably get a 
transcript to you probably around December after I am back and so on.  Everyone will get a 
transcript.  You need to approve that before we go any further. 
 
FRANK: Sure. 
 
ALICE: Oh yeah. 
 
ROGER: And then we edit anything out of the video in order to make sure that they match 
before you sign-off and they are put it in the archive.  
 
FRANK: Sounds good. 
 
ROGER:  So hopefully sometime in the future this will all turn into a book or something as we 
approach our 40th anniversary as Kwantlen.  And 50th anniversary of post-secondary education 
this side of the Fraser.  
 
FRANK: Yup. 
 
ROGER:  And then as Kwantlen as such comes up to its 50th anniversary another decade away. 
 
FRANK: Yup. 
 
ROGER:  But we were kind of in that time frame now where it becomes important to record 
some of these things because now even our former students are retired. 
 
[group laughs]. 
 
ROGER: So 
 
FRANK: No time has marched on [laughing]. 
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ROGER: So Frank you started as one of the first students.  What I can’t remember is whether 
you were in 1970 or 71. 
[01:33] 
 
FRANK: I was there in 1970 at the very beginning. 
 
ROGER:  That is when you started riding your new 18 speed or whatever it was. Bicycle from 
Cloverdale to – 
 
FRANK: Yeah.  Well that was a year later.  I had to have some money first to buy the bicycle.  
So I had to have a job in between the first and second year but second year.  But second year, yes 
I did ride my bicycle from Cloverdale to the Kwantlen – 
 
ROGER: Yes. 
 
FRANK: Campus on 140th street just about every day, rain or shine. Yes 
 
ROGER: For people that do not know it that is now the site of the Surrey School District Head 
Office-. 
 
FRANK: Yeah. 
 
ROGER: And it is just sort of half, about a long block from Jim Pattison Out Patient Center.  
 
FRANK:  Yeah. 
 
ROGER: So just to give people a sense of where the campus used to be located.  So that was 
quite an unusual campus, an unusual experience because when you first arrived as a student. I 
don’t think there were any portables on 140th street.  Did you have to go to other schools? 
 
FRANK: What I recall in the first classes.  We took some classes at William Beagle Junior 
Secondary.  On 128th street.  Actually not very far from the current Kwantlen campus and at L.A. 
Matheson Junior Secondary.  Which was a brand new school.  Our classes were in the evenings 
after the school day was over.  I think they usually started somewhere around five o’clock, or 
something like that.  Went until about 9:00 or 10:00.  And I think that was for a period of about 
two months.  At the beginning.  And then the portables had been moved on to the 140th street 
site.  I am quite certain that we finished the first semester in the portables-  
 
ROGER: Yeah.  
 
FRANK: I don’t think we did the whole first semester in the junior high schools.   
 
ROGER: Yeah, it was kind of mid to late October. 
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FRANK: Yeah.  And so that was a really interesting introduction to post-secondary education for 
me.  I had just graduated from high school in June of 1970, went straight over to the post-
secondary.  To me it was actually a really good transition.  Went to high school, back to high 
school, in a sense to take those classes and then we went to the portables.   
 
[03:52] 
 
The thing I loved about Douglas College then and I love it today at Kwantlen is that the class 
size is small.  I think for coming straight out of high school that is a very good transition. 
 
ROGER:  Yeah. It was an interesting time and I can remember carrying my library in the trunk 
of my car – 
 
FRANK:  [laughing]. 
 
ROGER: Sort of loaning books to people and all kinds of odd things in that first – 
 
FRANK: I was wondering about that when I came in for this interview because I don’t even 
remember a campus library on the site of the portables.  Although I think there was probably 
something but it was probably pretty minimal whatever it was – 
 
ROGER: It was quite minimal and then it expanded a bit but it never got gigantic and it was 
portables – 
 
FRANK: Yeah. 
 
ROGER:  And the way the books did sink them and people would catch their heels in the cracks 
between - all kinds of weird stories.  So that was very unusual to be a founding student at post-
secondary institution.  That doesn’t happen to everybody. 
 
FRANK: No that was quite rare. And it was a very interesting group of students there.  I didn’t 
get to meet them all.  But I met the ones that were in my classes and got to get to know some of 
them quite well.  And some were mature students who were in their 40s and 50s.  Some were late 
20s already married and had families.  And then were some like me who were straight out of 
high school.  So it was an interesting mixture and I think one of the reasons it did attract a mix of 
students like that is because of its location in Surrey.  It wasn’t a University, it wasn’t in 
Burnaby, it wasn’t in Vancouver.   
 
Some of the students had even come from out of town to attend this institution.  You know this 
brand new institution.  And of course the faculty like yourself and others they were attending and 
starting something brand new and many of them were relatively new to teaching post-secondary. 
Had some very interesting backgrounds and some of them to me are very memorable right to this 
day. 
 
ROGER:  Yeah there was quite a variety of faculty that actually turned up out there.  A number 
from the United States who came for a variety of reasons.  Sometimes because of the Vietnam 
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War. Sometimes just because this was a new institution and there was an opportunity.  There 
were some who had taught in secondary schools.  Bob Lowe for example was campus principal 
in the group and a number of the English faculty came from that.  But then there were others who 
came straight out of University bang, finished their graduate degree or almost finished it and 
came to Douglas to teach. 
 
[06:44] 
 
So there was quite a mix of instructors and faculty that appeared here- 
 
FRANK: There was. 
 
ROGER:  Including myself with a full beard and very short hair, straight out of the Navy.   
 
[ group laughing] 
 
ROGER: So there was quite a mix of people. So why do you think that somebody, why was this 
place located here?  Why would something happen in Surrey? 
 
FRANK: Well I think, you know and of course for many years I was in the newspaper business 
in Surrey and also in Langley both integral parts of Kwantlen’s area and I think in my 
understanding and looking back in the history of it.  You have told me a bit more about it that I 
did not know – 
 
[group laughing] 
 
FRANK: There was a decided push to broaden post-secondary education.  I think with a lot of 
people who are relatively new to British Columbia do not really know that there really wasn’t 
anything other than UBC, until the early 1960s.  And then Victoria College in Victoria became 
University of Victoria and Simon Fraser started as a brand new University in 1965.  I went to 
Simon Fraser after Kwantlen, so I have quite a bit of a connection there too.  And there was 
pressure to have education that was close to home that was relatively low cost and would get 
more young people into post-secondary education.  And Surrey was rapidly growing then and it 
continues to do today.  And there was definitely a need for something south of the Fraser.  And 
something else I think that a lot of people have no memory of and probably cannot even believe 
this, we had no public transit south of the Fraser, even when the college started.   
 
We didn’t have that until late 1972, early 1973.  That was something that was brought in by the 
NDP government under Dave Barrett.  So, the ability to get to any kind of post-secondary was 
limited.  If you wanted to go to UBC you pretty well had to live on campus.  It was just about 
impossible to get from Surrey to UBC on a daily basis.  Even SFU wasn’t as easy.  I commuted 
to SFU in 1972 to 1974, when I finished at Douglas, and it was a 40-minute drive and of course 
you could get caught up in the rush hour traffic.  There was no transit service of any kind at SFU.  
So there was a real need to have something that was closer to home.  And I think that is why the 
various school districts and school boards were involved in trying to push for this.  The third 
post-secondary institution I went in BC was Langara, which at that time was part of Vancouver 
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Community College and that I believe was the first community college in the province, but there 
was a need to broaden beyond that in the City of Vancouver.   
 
ROGER:  That was where you went for a journalism program? 
 
 
[09:47] 
 
FRANK: Yes.  I went to journalism program there. 
 
ROGER:  And then you made a career in journalism for basically 35 years – 
 
FRANK: Yup. 
 
ROGER: In this region – 
 
FRANK: Still doing a bit of it.  
 
ROGER: Still writing about transit south of the Fraser – 
 
FRANK:  Yes. [laughing].  That subject never seems to stop coming up [laughing]. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. So, that was kind of a very interesting beginning because you came from this 
region and you were able to make a career on this region and have written about this region for 
so long and the politics of this region and people who were successful, people who did great 
things and Judy Villeneuve is just retiring after almost 30 years from Surrey council.  So you 
know a lot of these people in the community. 
 
FRANK: Well it was interesting.  I heard an interview with Judy with on CBC radio yesterday 
and she said when she was first elected the population of Surrey was about 160,000 people and it 
is now 400,000 more people than that.  And that is in the span of one councillor admittedly 
serving a long term.  That is how quickly things have changed.  And you and I know from your 
involvement at Kwantlen and my involvement in the community and in the newspaper how 
much things have changed in the various things we have been involved with.   You know almost 
unbelievable if you look back at it. 
 
ROGER:  And one of the things Judy was actually commenting on was her involvement with 
immigrant communities.  In reality, to my knowledge I was working with her on those topics in 
the late 1980 and early 1990s.  It was much longer than she was even talking about – 
 
FRANK:  And it goes back even before that period where we had a lot of immigrants coming to 
Surrey and I think that changed so many things here, including the college.   
 
ROGER:  Yeah it has added a whole different kind of diversity for sure to the institution.  So we 
started as you mentioned there are a lot of mixed and mature students 25, 29 year-olds and 
people straight out of secondary school.  So it created kind of an interesting dynamic in the class 
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room just to have this sort of weaving of people who really remembered how to study, because 
they just finished studying.  And people who were - kind of thought that they would never be 
successful of this endeavour, it had been so long since they had been to school.  And there was 
quite a mix of students and it was really interesting to watch as they came together and figured 
out who each other was and about their strengths and weaknesses and who could contribute and 
so on. 
[12:35] 
 
FRANK:  Yeah I think it was actually a fascinating mix.  And for me coming straight from high 
school where everyone was the same age as me it was a real great exposure to some different 
generations, some different thinking that people at different ages had.  And I think for also many 
of the older students I think what was quite a revelation was that most of their instructors were a 
lot younger than they were.  [laughing]. So there was some interesting dynamics there I think as 
well. 
 
ROGER:  Yeah.  I certainly remember that very well.  In fact, one of my students at one point 
was - he had been the chief pilot for Sabena Airlines, which was Belgian and he had trained in 
the Prairies as a pilot who got out of Belgium before it had become occupied and had trained and 
fought in World War II as a fighter piolet who was trained in Canada.  So it was kind of a very 
odd connection.  Then he made his whole career in Belgium after.  So he was certainly a whole 
generation that had it made in age and experience and everything else, so he brought all those 
experiences to the classroom.  So there was some very unusual faculty during that period.  I 
don’t know who you took course from, other than one from me, but- 
 
FRANK:  Well some of the ones I remember.  Chris Rideout was a standout, and of course Chris 
taught here for many, many years.  And I remember catching up with him here and with yourself 
at an event.  I think it was probably marking the 20th anniversary of post-secondary south of the 
Fraser, I think it was in 1990.  Chris was a great English instructor, learned an awful lot from 
him and he was also a very entertaining teacher.  His classes were really, really interesting.  So, 
yeah you didn’t want to miss them. [laughing]. And another instructor who was very good and I 
really learned a lot from was Ching Po Shih [HIST and POLI], and I took a course from him on 
China under the communist regime and at the time we took it, it was the tail-end of the cultural 
revolution.  And he had such fascinating insights and knowledge into that.  And I often thought 
about the things we learned and have drawn on them over the years as China has become - from 
being an isolationist country, which it was at that time.  Where very few people knew much 
about it.  Because this was at the time basically when Nixon made his first visit to China 
somewhere right around that time.  And you know China was basically a sealed Kingdom.  
Nobody knew much about.  And it has become such a strong economic power around the world 
and not insignificant power in other factors and was too.  And so that was really a fascinating 
course.  And he was really just a great teacher.  And I very much enjoyed the political science 
course I took with you.  And we learned a lot there about - and that is something I drew on a lot 
in writing about politics and meeting politicians and trying to figure out how some of them think.  
And some of that I still can’t figure out very well.  But there were some good lessons there.  And 
Ron Johnson from math class that I took who was a long time faculty member here.   And I 
didn’t take any classes with Jim Sellers [GEOG], but Jim Sellers was very well known.  I think 
he probably had the longest hair of all the instructors at that time.  And his classes were really 



   7 

entertaining and students who took them spoke very highly of him and I think he pushed the 
edge of the envelope on a number of things, which I am sure made for some lively discussions.  
Another one of my instructors who was a very good teacher was Lynda Turner.  I took a 
Sociology course from her.  And that was on the Status of Women and one of our main 
textbooks was the Report of the Royal Commission on the Status of Women.  And we had some 
very good discussions on that.  I learned an awful lot about that.  I think she was just a great 
teacher.  And really encouraged discussion.  
[16:54] 
 
And I would have to say just about all the instructors that I had classes under, really encouraged 
a lot of dialogue and instruction. Jackie Gresko, was one of my first history teachers.  I already 
had an interest in community history and she really woke that up quite a bit more.  As a matter of 
fact the project I did for her was on the history of Surrey street names.  Because the streets of 
Surrey had already had names before the numbers came along.  It had been kind of forgotten 
what those names were in most cases, and that was really interesting.  I was able to do some first 
person research with our next door neighbour, Claude Harvie who had been the long-time 
municipal engineer in Surrey that had retired at that time, and had actually named a lot of the 
streets.  So that was really, really an interesting project and I still have that paper kicking around 
somewhere at home. [laughing]. But no a lot of great - as a matter of fact Jackie being my 
instructor that first year, she led me into getting a job with the Surrey museum with the 
Opportunities for Youth program.  Because she encouraged students in her history classes to - 
this program is there, if you can talk to some of these institutions or they might be doing this, 
you can get some jobs.  Three of us were hired to work at the Surrey Museum and it was one or 
two more hired to work at the Burnaby Heritage Village which was just getting started then.  
And at least one other student was hired to work at Irving House in New Westminster.  And that 
was all as a direct result of being part of that class.  And these youths’ employment grants being 
available.   
 
ROGER:   She was a real dynamo.  She was - I met her in Ottawa.  We were in graduate school 
in Canadian Studies with Pauline Jewett, who later became president of Simon Fraser.   And 
Jackie was just a real dynamo – 
 
FRANK:  She was. 
 
ROGER:  She remained that way.  She is still like that. 
 
FRANK:  I believe that [laugh]. 
 
ROGER:  Ching Po Shih, his daughter, one of his daughters because the three daughters were 
quite successful musicians.  I think she is still in a group of Artists-in-Residence at the Music 
program at the Langley campus- 
 
FRANK: Oh, okay very interesting. 
 
ROGER:  So I kept in touch with them over the years.  So an interesting story about Ching Po, is 
that when he arrived he didn’t drive, didn’t have a car, didn’t have a license, nothing.  And of 
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course like many students, to teach in his case, he had to go to different campuses.  So that was 
one of his interesting challenges to figure out.  Get a license and then start driving around the 
lower mainland to all these various campuses- 
 
FRANK:  Well it is interesting that whole subject of the travel between campuses, because I 
remember I wasn’t actually caught up in this because I didn’t actually take many science courses.  
The only course I took close to that was math with Ron Johnson.  But a lot of the science 
students they would take their classes in Surrey and then they had to go to Richmond for the 
labs.   
[20:14] 
 
And that was a challenging drive to go between Surrey and Richmond and again no transit.  And 
also some of the students- 
 
ROGER:  No Alex Fraser bridge. 
 
FRANK: No Alex Fraser Bridge.   It was the tunnel and no Highway 91. And some students also 
went between Surrey and New Westminster.  I don’t know if they had to do that for labs.  I think 
it was for more of a particular course was offered at one campus and not on the other.  I was 
fortunate I took all my classes in Surrey, especially when I was cycling, that was fortunate 
[laughing] because it would have been really hard to get back and forth to those campuses. 
[laughing] 
 
ROGER:  It would have been a real challenge.  Yeah that old set of labs is now a church in 
Richmond. 
 
FRANK: Oh really. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. 
 
FRANK: Interesting. 
 
ROGER:  And the other part of the old Richmond campus is now part of the court system.  And 
those were leaky buildings even then.  So I don’t know what they have done to them. Student 
body cohesions.  This was as you mentioned.  People were all over the place.  Some students had 
to go here and there and to hither and yon and create a student body cohesion in a brand new 
institution.   
 
FRANK:  I think that was challenging for quite a number of reasons.  One was just what we had 
been talking about, you know the going back and forth to different campuses.  I think another 
one was people were at various stages of their life, as we have mentioned earlier.  I mean some 
had families and they had other responsibilities.  Some were working and you know had to 
juggle their work with their studies.  But I think a big part of it was that it was a commuter 
campus.  I mean everyone was commuting here.  They were coming from different areas.  And it 
just wasn’t particularly easy to do student activities outside the classroom.  I know that we had, I 
remember one student and his first name was Al, I cannot remember his last name … I think it 
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was Al Sakaki, I believe who tried to organize some ski trips and I think he had some success.  
He had some students who were interested in it.  But it was hard to get a lot of interest just 
because a lot of different things people were doing.  And of course they came from different 
areas too.  Most of the students that I remember from the Surrey campus lived in Surrey or Delta.  
I don’t remember too many that came from Richmond or New Westminster or Burnaby. But they 
lived all over Surrey and Delta.  They lived in South Surrey, some lived in White Rock.  There 
were a few who lived in Langley.  And in my case I lived in Cloverdale, some lived in the 
Whalley area.  Some lived in Newton.  And it was a fairly spread out.  I don’t think that it was 
the lack of interest in getting to know people.  It was just the nature of everything – 
 
[23:17] 
 
ROGER:  Yeah. 
 
FRANK:  And as I recall there was no organized student council really of any kind.  Although I 
think there was some discussions about it towards the latter end of my time here.  I do remember 
going to one student meeting and we had this one student.  His name was Ken.  I can’t remember 
his last name.  He had really been infected with the Maoist ideology and he said “we have to 
blow up everything up and start over again”.    I just started here.  What are we going to start 
over again? [laughing] and there wasn’t much to blow up in those portables anyways.  I still 
remember his comments and they just seemed so out of place.  And then when I went on to SFU, 
I had an instructor in Geography who was an outright Maoist and again this was Cultural 
Revolution days and that was the whole theme of his course.  Well cities are so badly damaged 
we just have to blow them all up and start all over again.  It didn’t make sense to me then and it 
doesn’t make sense now [laughing]. 
 
ROGER: So we talked about the public transit issues, even within Surrey.  I mean Surrey is a 
huge municipality and when you add the Langleys on to that and South Delta, North Delta.  It is 
pretty huge geographic area.  And at one point Douglas and such ended up with 14 campuses 
which was quite an unusual institution- 
 
FRANK: Yup. 
 
ROGER:  So it created some dynamic tensions just looking after that.  Further studies.  You were 
certainly successful in further studies.  Did you think that this was a really useful way to begin 
it?  I mean- 
 
FRANK:  Oh yeah, absolutely, absolutely there is; to me I think I was much more successful as a 
direct result of coming here.  And I would say it was the quality of the instruction, it was the 
small class size.  Those are probably the two key factors.  But I think another factor was being a 
bit closer to home.  So being able to live at home, and to do post-secondary from Surrey in 
Surrey was a real advantage.  And I went from here to Simon Fraser and I had some classes in 
what was at that time called upper levels classes where we had similar class sizes like here.  I had 
some lower levels where you had the huge lecture of 150 students and the instructor who had 
come and give an hour lecture and then you would have the tutorials with the teaching assistance 
after.  And I found that the learning in general was much easier here than it was in the lower 
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level classes.  The upper level classes were pretty good.  The professors at SFU.  I took History, 
they put lots of pressure on us to really work.  A couple of them in particular, who are excellent 
professors.  And I feel I did much better at SFU because I had developed, thanks to all the 
instructors here and just the way it was set up you know a pretty good work ethic. 
 
ROGER: Well UBC eventually did some studies and this was when Kwantlen was sort of, after 
Kwantlen was separated from Douglas.  So we got the information about Kwantlen and I 
remember the President of the UBC came to a meeting and he said “you know your students who 
spent two years here and then transferred to UBC they do better than their grade 12 cohort at 
UBC.” – 
[27:01] 
 
FRANK: Interesting. 
 
ROGER:  I think a lot of it had to do with the factors that you are talking about.  And part of that 
is if you are used to small classes and having to dialogue with the instructors as opposed to a TA, 
you are sort of already in the mind set when you are in a smaller third year classes and fourth 
year classes of that dynamics of how the class runs.  As opposed to sitting in a lecture theatre for 
most of two years and then having to transform yourself into a discussant as opposed to a 
listener.   
 
FRANK:  That’s right.  I think what I found at SFU in the larger lectures is a lot of students 
really weren’t paying attention or didn’t even show up.  I mean they weren’t committed to going 
to class.  And so it isn’t surprising that they wouldn’t do well because they weren’t at the 
lectures.   And they would go to the tutorials but they wouldn’t be very well prepared to do that.  
And I think with the TAs it really depended on how rigorous are they in pushing to get work 
done.  I mean I had some who were quite rigorous and some who were not very rigorous at all.   
Because they are graduate students.  And of course the other thing that matters at SFU.  I was 
there from 1972 to 1974 this was just the tail end of the SFU radicalism era- 
 
ROGER:  Oh, the end of the PSA.  
 
FRANK: Yeah. And so it wasn’t really an existence on campus but there was kind of that 
shadow of it which seemed to overshadow a lot of things.  And I think a lot of students who were 
at SFU, like myself you know they would come just after that and didn’t know really what to 
expect.  And I think some of the professors weren’t quite sure how to deal with students because 
of some of the things that had gone on there, within the previous three, four, five years.  It was 
very much a campus in transition at that time I think.   I mean since that time SFU I think has 
become a very good educational institution. My daughter went to SFU and I think the 
opportunities that she got for going to SFU were tremendous.  And I have been very impressed 
with what SFU has done in Surrey.  I hope that we can talk a little bit later about some of all 
those transitions because I think that is interesting about how that came about.  But when I went 
there, there wasn’t a huge number of students there.  I think there was probably about six or 
seven thousand students.  And it was a very different atmosphere from here.  I actually could not 
wait to get out of there. [laughing] I was glad to graduate and be gone. [laughing]. 
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ROGER:  Yeah I was from the lets make connections - people.  We would have Provincial 
meetings and be somebody from History or Political Science in articulation meetings there in the 
Province so we knew different people from SFU and other Universities and Colleges but there 
was some really interesting people up there I didn’t work with that were fascinating folks and 
they were probably a little more straight let us say than some others because they were on these 
provincial committees dedicating their service time to, you know to that.  So, they certainly had 
some interesting challenges as they, like every institute.  For sure. 
 
FRANK:  Exactly. 
 
 
[30:39] 
 
ROGER:  So, you were observing the split as a reporter for the Surrey Leader, and that must 
have been kind of a unique experience because the college that you had been a founding student 
of suddenly gets split along the Fraser river - 
 
FRANK:  Well it certainly wasn’t surprising to me because as you and I have talked about earlier 
in this discussion, it was really challenging - Douglas College with the campuses spread all over, 
the growth of the area, getting back and forth to different campuses.  And Surrey was continuing 
to grow at a very fast pace, as was the rest of the region.  Although, Surrey was definitely the 
City that was growing the most.  And there were more and more students each year.  And I think 
it probably became pretty unwieldly in the last few years of Douglas College with the campuses 
spread all over.  So I wasn’t super surprised and what I was interested in reading the notes that 
you sent out, that even at the very beginning some of the people who were involved in pressing 
for the college, said that should be two separate colleges.  It just took the Provincial Government 
10 years to get around to that.  And that is another thing that really struck me in reading through 
that is how deeply the Provincial Government has been involved in the whole history of Douglas 
College and Kwantlen College and you know continues to be. I think to a level far more than is 
the case with SFU or UBC and I think a lot of decisions have been made that are very, very 
political and certainly the discussions about the various campuses and when they were built and 
you know delays, sod turnings and of course members of the college board have often been  
political appointees and you know when the Government changes from Social Credit to NDP and 
then NDP to Liberal, and Liberal hound NDP about different changes there and certainly the 
Province has a big role to play.  It is funding the institution.  But it is surprising to me when I 
look back on it.  Going back to that time, 1980 when it was split and earlier how political things 
were- 
 
ROGER:  Yes. Yeah. I know they were certainly.  It was very clear, it was kind of a funny 
situation because they were founded based on referenda – a referendum in each school district.  
So all of these referenda together, everybody voted for.  Langley was the highest percent- 
 
FRANK: That was very interesting to me that Langley, because Langley at that time was very 
rural.  It was much more rural than it is today.  People in Langley felt strongly enough that they 
wanted to have that institution.  And voted in such numbers to support it.  And you know I 
wonder if part of that too is because Langley is further away from UBC and SFU.  And Langley 
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parents saw this is an opportunity for our kids to actually get some post-secondary education 
instead of not even bothering.  But it was interesting that it had that level of support. 
 
ROGER: And that was a requirement to fund the college.  Now the Provincial Government 
stepped in in a big way as you mentioned - to say there was going to be one and not two.  That 
was the first real direct political involvement.  But the second was that we ended up all teaching 
in the region because Provincial Government had made a commitment around a certain level - 
around funding for capital for construction and then that kind of disappeared and then there was 
a big delay and eventually there was enough money to get some portables, but then the portables 
had to be built and be put on site and one of them even had to be pulled off the King George 
Highway where it fell off and [laughing] the trailer – 
[34:48] 
 
[group laughing] 
 
ROGER:  So all those sorts of delays but in the initial years the board of the College was 
essentially they were appointees of each school district- 
 
FRANK: Right. 
 
ROGER:  And then the funding was to come from the school district so there were kind of a 
referenda each periodically to keep the funding flowing and then as then as the NDP came to 
power they shifted to basically providing the funding for virtually everything.  But that also then 
meant you are going to have half appointees on the college board and half from the school 
district.  So that - half school trustees plus NDP appointees and then eventually all government 
appointees.  So it really shifted and that created some differences and they were under a different 
act.  First under the Schools Act and then under the College Act and then sort of as we 
transitioned into different stages different acts were in effect.  The Universities were under 
totally separate form of legislative governance- 
 
FRANK:  Yeah.  They had much more independence- 
 
ROGER: The system was way more independent.  So it did have a lot of impact having to go 
each year for a budget and sometimes the funds were specifically earmarked.  So this is what you 
were going to do with it.  So it was kind of like Federal-Provincial negotiations in a way.  Yes, 
you are going to have this money but this is what you are going to do with it.  So, yeah there 
were those kind of constraints on how an institution could develop.  So it splits in 1981.  And we 
then have two institutions.  Now that is something that I missed because for fours I was on 
secondment to a national organization, 1979 to 1983.  So I came back and it had already split and 
I selected when I put my hands up, yeah I wanted to be South of the Fraser.  Because I thought 
that that was where all the change would occur.  Douglas had a permanent campus by then.  It 
had just opened in downtown New Westminster.  And I thought that was going to be pretty 
static.  But this would be a lot of growth and a lot of change.  And as it turned out it was true- 
 
FRANK:  Yeah it was very true. 
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ROGER:  So the growth of Kwantlen then kind of just mushroomed but at the same time there 
was a contraction.  And the contraction was around Langley.  That was the Langley campus.  
And then there was a Langley campus basically disappeared as funding became tighter and 
tighter.  And you may recall that is the era when interest rates were sort of around 18% to get a 
mortgage and so there was all kinds of financial issues in the province that had an impact on 
Kwantlen and what it can do.  At the same time, as it was a brand new institution, hires a 
President and a Board sort of sets this target of we want to create technology programs.  So you 
are sort of, yeah here is a new vision and here is a reduction in funding.  
 
FRANK:  Yeah.  Make it work. 
 
[38:10] 
 
ROGER:  What was the Langley perspective on all of this? 
 
FRANK:  Well, I vaguely remember the Langley campus being closed.  At the time I was 
working at the Surrey Leader.  Later on I became the editor of the Langley Times and in between 
becoming the editor and working in Surrey I freelanced in Langley.  So I have a pretty good 
perspective on Langley from about 1993 on.  And what I do know in Langley in the 90s there 
was a lot of resentment at the way Kwantlen had come and gone and then come back again.  And 
the permanent campus there that was built is very nice but I think there was a strong feeling in 
the community that it was very under utilized.  There were not many classes being offered.  
There was lots of support for the Horticultural program which continues to be a very strong 
element there today.  The Music program was well respected but I think a lot of students who 
were doing, like general arts and sciences courses felt that they were pretty restricted in their 
course selection and that they had to go to Surrey to do a lot of courses.  There wasn’t a lot 
available to them and that Langley was kind of the poor cousin to the bigger campus in Surrey 
and Richmond. And I think that a lot of that feeling has persisted there for quite a while.  I think 
there is some of  that there still there.  And I think because of that too, another part of that is that 
Kwantlen did not seem to really have much in the way of a community presence there.  Like it 
wasn’t as involved in the community as I think it could have been I think as it was in Surrey.  
And so I think that was also a factor.  I think that is something that Kwantlen has struggled with 
and I think to a certain degree maybe still struggles with.  You know, where does the Langley 
campus fit in, what do we offer there? One time the administration was going to move to the 
Langley campus because there was lots of room there.  And I think that was a fairly short lived 
thing.  And probably didn’t make a lot of sense anyway - it was at the extreme eastern part of the 
region.  And you know it is kind of a long ways from Richmond.  But I think there has been 
some challenges in Langley I think in properly feeling like Kwantlen is a full part of the 
community.  And I think it has diminished but I still think there is some of that there.   
 
ROGER:  That is interesting because it is sort of a challenging - I mean my perspective on it is 
that if these colleges were formed by their communities and that was sort of reflected in the 
governance and the governance was the school board, the school district representatives and so 
on.  So there was a link and then as it moved away towards being totally Provincially appointed 
that link was broken.  So if you happened to get some good representatives, and there were some 
like the big Buick dealership, George Preston.  George was on the board and he was a former 
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mayor of the township of Langley.  Yeah.  And so there were some where they said “let us find 
people who were connected and make a connection that way.”  But the real challenge was on a 
day to day basis of how do you actually create linkages within the community?  So at one point 
we had a campus dean for each campus.  And their role was in addition to being the dean of X or 
Y {Faculty], was to become involved in the community.  And do things with the community, so 
my focus here [Surrey 72 Ave.] was sort of how do we deal with diverse population?  How do 
we work this out so a lot of outreach into the community with that as a focal point.  But it really 
depended on who was the campus dean and what was their energy level to interest them into 
getting out into the community in order to create those linkages.   
 
 
[42:20] 
 
So I know that Music was one of my areas. I tried to do some work with Langley School of 
Music and I know that the faculty, the music faculty at Kwantlen did a lot of cross work with 
them in trying to do performances together and so on and so forth. But we were part of the 
community we recognized and we valued the contribution of the Langley School of Music 
because we have some great students that have come into our program and so we know all of 
those things.   
 
FRANK:  And of course, they had facility issues too for a long time.  The community music 
school, they were in portables even longer than the college was [laughing]. And they used the 
Kwantlen facilities for their concerts because that was the only facility available to them.   
 
ROGER:  And it was a very useful addition to the Langley community.  It didn’t kind of cut the 
whole thing.  I mean the Horticultural certainly was a focal point and that was probably the best 
location for the program because it was a good place for it to be.  But then you had a gap that 
was left in between from all the other programing that were challenged there.  Once we took the 
vocational programs out of there, moved the nursing program over there, because they are kind 
of a captive group of students.  It’s a fixed intake and so on.  So they have filled that space and 
now the vocational programs moved out.  Except that Hank stayed on that campus for a long 
time as a farrier. 
 
FRANK:  The farrier, that is another well-known Kwantlen program.  That is at Cloverdale now 
is it not? 
 
ROGER:  Yes, I think it is. So there is still some remnants in some of the sort of sculpture art of 
the form of city life.  
 
FRANK: [laughing] 
 
ROGER:  It has not stayed there.  The challenge, it created some tensions within Kwantlen too 
when within a couple of years as forming as an institution the Langley campus has closed and at 
the same time we are trying to build a technical program and the budget is actually shrinking.  So 
there were some real dynamic tensions within the institution about.  “What do you mean you are 
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cutting our programs out in Langley and we are adding these new program areas here.  So it 
created ah- 
 
FRANK:  Where is the logic in that?   
 
ROGER:  Some very interesting times internally.   So degree granting ability.  So you were on a 
committee headed by Doug Jennings?  Who was Surrey school district superintendent to a 
degree granting post-secondary institution in Surrey.  And Bob Bose, Surrey mayor and Gordie 
Hogg from White Rock-  
 
FRANK:  Yeah they were all part of that committee.  And that was actually a very interesting 
committee, I was really glad to be part of that and it was very much Doug’s initiative.  He was a 
superintendent of a very fast growing school district.   
[45:28] 
 
And he could see that for a lot of students who had finished grade 12, it is kind of like some of 
the same things that led to the formation of Douglas in the first place.  That his predecessor Earl 
Marriott saw.  These students are finishing grade 12 and where are they going to go?  And we 
had Kwantlen here as a two-year institution and with some technology programs as you 
mentioned.  But there was no degree granting, and there was the challenge of transportation, but 
I think a big part of it that Doug foresaw was, we were just continuing to build ourselves as a 
suburban bedroom community, because even though we are growing fast and the school district 
is growing fast and we are building new schools,  students are going outside the community to 
finish their degrees and a good number of them, and we had a lot of research that was 
commissioned for our committee, a good number of those students are not even choosing post-
secondary just because of that.  And so our committee was probably formed, I am going to say 
that it was somewhere around 1991 or so, and it was around the time of the transition of 
government from Social Credit to NDP, because we did have a meeting with the five Surrey 
MLAs after that election.  It was probably about a year after, and three of them were NDP.  And 
Penny Priddy was in the cabinet.  And two were Liberal- Wilf Hurd  
 
ROGER:  Probably Sue Hammell was- 
 
FRANK:  Penny Priddy, Sue Hammell and Joan Smallwood.  And Joan Smallwood and Penny 
Priddy were both cabinet ministers at that time.  And then Ken Jones, and Wilf Hurd (Liberal) 
were the other two Surrey MLAs.  We met with all five of them.  And we made our case that we 
thought was important to have this.  And Bob contributed some very good perspectives that there 
needed to be a campus near the sky-train line.  Because at that time the sky-train had been 
committed to come to Surrey, but it was under construction.  And he said “if it is really going to 
be a campus that is going to be a part of a growing city it needs to be somewhere in and near that 
area.” Now this was before the formation of tech university.  And it was before the building of 
Central City Tower.  And it was before ICBC bought the Surrey Place Mall.   
 
ROGER:  Yeah. 
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FRANK:  But certainly there was some seeds planted there.  And I don’t recall when Tech 
University started, but I was very interested in this information you sent me about how some of 
that developed because Kwantlen really had wanted to be part of that Tech University and didn’t 
become part of it.  But it was started under the NDP, it was their initiative, and it was on the 
campus and it was certainly a step in the direction that we had wanted to go.  And of course 
another step in that direction at the same time was Kwantlen became a degree granting university 
as Kwantlen University College.  Which I believe was 1995.  But to me the real final step in sort 
of fulfilling the vision that we had laid out was when Tech University became part of SFU.  And 
at that point I thought yes we now have real post-secondary.  We have Kwantlen, we have SFU.  
Tech University was a new institution.  I think it struggled really I think to get off the ground 
properly and I don’t think it had much in the public.  In the public, I don’t think there was a lot of 
public awareness. 
 
 
[49:38] 
 
ROGER:  No it had gone through a struggle even.  At first they were sort of given Kwantlen’s 
Cloverdale site- 
 
FRANK:  Right. 
 
ROGER:  And said “Okay that is where you are going to build your campus.” And that kind of 
got moved around.  And there are a couple of interesting reports where Wilford and Jones came 
out in favour of it as two Liberal MLAs.  And then it kind of rolled into around the time they got 
into the ICBC Surrey Mall location.  And then it got rolled into a new government coming in.  
So the Liberals came in, and it was sort of like, well what do we do with Tech BC?  And that 
when it got into the discussions with SFU, University of the Fraser Valley, and Kwantlen.  
University College of Fraser Valley and University College on how do we move forward here?  
And the upshot was SFU Surrey. 
 
FRANK:  And I think you know to me, now Kwantlen is going to become part of that because 
they are building a new building in that same area.  And I think that it is great that Kwantlen is 
going to have that presence in what is becoming the downtown.  You know, albeit with many 
hiccups. But it is becoming the downtown.  And it is on a rapid transit line which I think is very 
important.  And certainly the post-secondary opportunities in Surrey now are vast.  Much vaster 
then when I started.  Although when I started it was good that that opportunity was there.  It had 
not been there the previous year [laughing]. 
 
ROGER:  That is right. 
 
FRANK:  My daughter is an SFU grad and she went to - some of her courses were on the 
campus in Surrey.  Which was great.  That was easy to get there.  She was not able to get all her 
courses there.  She did a number in Burnaby as well.  But through the Upass and some of those 
other issues.  And of course having the transit available it was relatively easy to go from Surrey 
campus to Burnaby if necessary.  And so I think there has been a lot of good things that have 
happened on the post-secondary front.  And Kwantlen has certainly been at the forefront of that.  
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You know going right back to 1970.  And I think there has been some hiccups and things that 
have gone back and forth as you have mentioned you know, who is going to be responsible for 
this? And who is going to do this? But you know when I look back at Kwantlen from the 
perspective as a first student, I am seeing it has really developed a strong presence as an integral 
part of the community in Surrey.  Perhaps a bit less so in Langley.  But I think in Langley that is 
- generally that is the case.  Richmond I am not as knowledgeable about.  But I know it does 
have a pretty good presence there as well.  It has some very good technological programs and I 
think technology is certainly the way our world is going in so many ways.  And I think Kwantlen 
has been a leader in British Columbia in technology programs.  I think Kwantlen is up there with 
BCIT, I would say in that respect.  I think it is far ahead of SFU, UBC and any of the other larger 
universities, and I think it is ahead of the community colleges.  Most of which are now 
universities as well.   And so I think it has really developed but it has been a very interesting 
road, [laughter] to look at the whole thing and looking at the document you sent out.  I thought 
boy there really has been a lot of back and forth and this and that [laughing] 
[53:24] 
 
ROGER:  It is a ton of change- 
 
FRANK: Yeah.  It is just incredible.  
 
ROGER:  And it is quite an interesting history.  But it is also to think of some of the people who 
were involved in it and think you might have had an appendix there about Jack Finnbogason .  
“Change and Growth” - 
 
FRANK:  That was very interesting because I knew Jack quite well when he was the chair of the 
Surrey school board- 
 
ROGER:  Right.  
 
FRANK:  I never knew Jack as a Kwantlen instructor.  I wasn’t here when he was here.  
Although, he apparently came not long after I was here- 
 
ROGER:  Very close, yeah- 
 
FRANK: But he was a very farsighted trustee and chair of the board.  And reading through your 
document he certainly had a significant impact on Kwantlen through the faculty association.  
And that document that he wrote I think was very thoughtful and he made some really interesting 
points about Kwantlen.  And I think it kind of reflects some of the tensions that have been a part 
of the institution.  You know what is it?  It is just a community college.  Is it just a technology 
school? Should it be a university?  Should it have, what programs should we do? How do we 
work with other post-secondary institutions?  How do we reach out to the community? How do 
we do all these things?  And in the meantime as you said, when you chose to come here after 
your secondment, it has been a community that has been in a constant state of flux because of 
growth and not only physical growth of the numbers of people, but the growth of the immigrant 
population.  Growth of people for whom English is not their first language.  Growth of people 
from other cultures.  And it has been at the centre of that.  I mean that has added to the dynamic 
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of the institution, that has added to the dynamics of the institution and made it a more dynamic 
institution. 
 
ROGER:  Yeah it certainly did some very interesting things.  Our Grad Nurse English as an 
Additional Language [GNEAL].  Does that still exist here? 
 
ALICE: I do- 
 
ROGER:  It does in some sort of a frame- 
 
ALICE:  It is but it is not the same frame as it started out in. 
 
ROGER:  And that was sort of taking grad nurses from other countries for whom English was 
not a first language or sufficient -  
[55:36] 
 
They were not at a sufficient level as sitting writing their RNs for British Columbia to write their 
RN exams.  So that was kind of a unique program.  Where you would say “What is the 
community and what is - are the needs?”  Well there is a need for nurses after we decided around 
1985 that were too many nursing programs in British Columbia- 
 
 [all laughing] 
 
ROGER:  So there is a need for nurses.  We have got nurses but they cannot get through these 
exams because they are all written in English.  So how do we put that thing together?  And that 
was a very successful program that sort of looked at the community, reached out to the 
community and provided some solutions.  So it is kind of, it has always been an institution of this 
kind of mix of University program, whether it is a two-year transfer or offering your own 
degrees.  But it is University programs and then a whole bunch of other programs that are very 
important because of the community that you are serving.  And how do you serve that 
community most effectively within the budget restraints that you are facing.  So yeah it is quite 
interesting that way.  So the degree granting ability. Kwantlen has now as you know become for 
now what? 10 years almost as a Polytechnic University.  And yet the budget has not really 
changed.  So you are sort of like we would like you to be British Columbia’s MIT but there is no 
more money.   
 
FRANK: [laughing] Gee, that sounds familiar. 
 
ROGER:  Doesn’t it?  They would like you to be a big progressive community Surrey but there, 
the Skytrain is finished.  That is it.  What are you going to do next?   
 
FRANK:  Well you are getting into one of my favourite topics Roger because I have been 
arguing for many years.  Not when I was a student at Douglas College but certainly since I have 
been in the community newspaper business, that Surrey has been neglected and underfunded in 
virtually every area of infrastructure.  And that continues right to this day.  It is the case at the 
college.  It is the case with Surrey Memorial Hospital and you know the main health care 
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institutions.  I mean we have a city of 550,000 people and we have only one hospital.  Only one 
other that is on the border, Peace-Arch.  But Surrey and Peace-Arch and Langley which serves a 
significant part of the Surrey population are all perpetually over crowed, the Emergency Rooms 
are super challenging, I can speak from first-hand experience on all three of them.  And then we 
have the school system, and there has been a lot of new games played of when a new school will 
be built, when it will be improved, when can we get a photo of a politician - you know turning 
sod at it?  And then we have the transit system.  As you mentioned Skytrain stops in Whalley.  It 
stopped there in 1994.  It is 2018, it is 24 years later.  We have no more rapid transit.  The 
current mayor and council have been very excited about LRT, the sheep promised in 2014, I was 
part of a TV panel interviewing the Surrey candidates at the Shaw Tower in Vancouver.  She 
promised LRT would be up and running in 2018.  It is not even close.  I mean it probably will 
start construction next year.  And there is a big debate in Surrey right now, is LRT even the right 
technology.  And is it going to serve the needs of the community?   
 
 
[59:28] 
 
And meanwhile UBC comes out with a report saying local government contributes some money 
and we would like you to build a subway all the way to UBC from Broadway and Commercial 
because we have all those students there and they need to get there.  And that is not even part of 
the TransLink 10-year plan let alone anything else.  And I wrote a column on that.  I actually had 
a tremendous amount of feed-back on that.  Some of the - most feed-back on anything I have 
written.  Including from Patrick Condon, he is a UBC professor who has done a lot of planning 
work in Surrey and has just announced he is running for mayor of Vancouver on the COPE  
party.  And he said, “We could build housing at UBC and give it to everyone on campus for free 
for the same amount of money it is going to cost to build that subway out here [laughing].  He 
had a voice of reason, thankfully.  But you know I mean Surrey has been so, I won’t say ignored 
because there has been attention paid to it.  But the Provincial Government in particular and the 
Federal Government up until the last five or six years have not put the dollars into this 
community - that a community that is growing this fast needs for basic infrastructure.  Whether it 
is schools, health care, post-secondary education, parks, recreation, transit, transportation, bike 
lanes, you know - you name it.  None of that has been done in the way that it should be.  And 
right now one of the big issues in the community is Gang Warfare.  There was a big rally last 
night at Surrey City Hall with a couple thousand people there.  And one of the points the 
organizers of that are making we are badly under policed in Surrey.  And that is true.  We are 
under policed just like we are under health care, under post-secondary, then under schooled, and 
all the rest of it.  And somebody has got to start paying attention to some of these issues one of 
these days.   
 
ROGER:  Yeah. 
 
FRANK:  And you know that is all that I can say is that it has given me 30 years-worth of 
column fodder and it is probably going to give me as many more years as I keep doing it because 
it is just going to keep going.  And I think a part of that is the extensive growth here.  Part of it is 
the fact that Canada is probably one of the greatest countries of the world to live in.  We live in 
one of the best parts of Canada.  It is a part of Canada that people from all over the world would 
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love to be in and many of them have put money in real estate and other things.  And there is an 
incredible pressure on our land base which is limited and a lot of that limited land base is in 
Surrey.  
 
ROGER:  Yes. 
 
FRANK:  And so all those things are factors which go far beyond the purview of any local or 
Provincial or even national government-  but Surrey does deserve to get more attention paid to. 
 
ROGER:  And we have, I am just looking at a community issues, community problems 
Kwantlen tried to be a resource for those sorts of things.  They were able to get a Community 
University Research Alliance grant that ran for, I think they got an extension they ran three to 
four years and the whole focus for it was Gangs.  Sea of violence- 
 
FRANK: Yeah.   
 
[1:03:01] 
 
ROGER:  They were looking at how do you set up programs within the community?  How do 
you work with existing organizations within the community, like the RCMP?  But also the city 
what is its role in this, the city.  The social services and all kinds of linkages they were 
attempting to create.  But it is one of those huge multifaceted issues with multiple causes that 
kids end up in gangs. But that was how Kwantlen as a university college, university was 
tempting to reach out and solve some of those things. 
 
FRANK:  Yeah. 
 
ROGER:  So, there are a lot of things that I could see Kwantlen doing as a community resource 
as it’s able to grow and develop and kind of turn more in that direction.  But that of course 
becomes an issue of what is the vision of the institution?  What is its role with the community? 
How does it work around that?  How does it figure out ways to contribute to the community?  
But I think there is a big interest and of course one of your former, I don’t know if she was a 
competitor or colleague or friend Marlyn [Graziano -Vice President, External Affairs at KPU].   
 
FRANK:  Oh yes, Marlyn was the Editor of the NOW when I was there.  I know Marlyn very 
well and I see her from time to time.   
 
ROGER:  So she is, that is our focus now.  Sort of external- 
 
FRANK:  Yeah, she is very well positioned to do that because she has the connections to do that 
and I think that it is really important that Kwantlen be aware of its role in the community and be 
reaching out to the community as we were talking about with Langley earlier.  Because I think 
that is probably where things fell down a little bit in Langley.  It was that extensive building of a 
relationship with the community that there could have been.  And I think it is even more 
important for an institution like Kwantlen than it might be for a similar institution in another part 
of British Columbia simply because of the growth and dynamics and change that is taking place 
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in this region.  Because things are changing rapidly.  And you know you just need to be aware of 
those things that are changing.   
 
ROGER:  Those are very interesting challenges and Alice has certainly done a lot of work in this 
field too in a variety of ways but it is kind of, for me a part of it is the continuity of leadership.  
So if you have somebody who sort of pushes in the direction and five years later they are gone.  
And sort of you know pushing in another direction so there has to be another level in the 
institution that keeps on, - “yeah the community is huge for us.  Yeah that is our base and that is 
what brought us into being, it is what we need to focus on”.  And so there are faculty who are 
doing that and trying to work very hard at it in trying to keep that alive.  Geoff Dean for example 
for years he has done the same sort of thing about Surrey is like, Surrey is way underfunded- 
 
FRANK:  As a matter of fact I have that in one of my notes to bring up.  Because even though I 
don’t really know Geoff, I think I have met him but I know when I was the Editor of the Leader 
and the Langley Times he has been very consistent in getting the point across about basic 
literacy, basic education, and you know this really actually goes to the root of how Douglas and 
Kwantlen  
[1:06:38] 
 
started.  I mean we want to make people who live in this part of the region have some 
opportunities that are more available to those who are in this part of the region.  And it is the 
same thing.  I think because we have a lot of people who moved to Surrey who do not speak 
English, who come from other parts of the world it is really a critical thing to be aware of here.  I 
mean another point that Judy Villeneuve made yesterday in the interview.  I suspect you 
probably heard it because you are referring to it too is, 1/3 of Surrey’s population is 19 years-old 
and younger.  That is a huge, huge number there is no community in British Columbia that 
comes close to that. 
 
ROGER:  It is an unusual demographics. 
 
FRANK:  It is a very unusual demo- and of course that is really important for a post-secondary 
institute but it is also important that those young people that they have opportunities to be literate 
because they have their whole lives in front of them.  They should be, we should be as a society 
doing everything we can to make them productive citizens.  And contributing citizens to build 
not only their own families and their own personal lives but to build our community and to build 
the province.  And so the kind of work that Geoff has done consistently for the long time now I 
think is really important.  And he has certainly been an excellent advocate for that.  And deserves 
a lot of credit for that.  Certainly when I look back in my media years the people who spoke out 
from Kwantlen, I mean I would put Goeff Dean and Jack Finnbogason would be two of the top 
ones on that list.  They have been very, very consistent in doing that.  And of course many 
people in the administration have done so as well.  But as you pointed out quite correctly I mean 
there has been a number of Presidents and there has been some changes in direction when you 
have that.  I think that has been a challenge, not just for Kwantlen but for many institutions. 
 
ROGER:  For all institutions but it is also harder for a community to relate when you get people 
working at the highest level and getting connected with Rotary and the Chamber and so on.  And 
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then if they are only there for four years and wave good-bye every five years it becomes a real 
challenge.   I think our longest term has been 10 years, and that would have been Skip Triplett. 
 
FRANK:  Yeah I was going to say I knew Skip quite well when I was at the Leader and I was a 
member of the Surrey Chamber going to their meetings regularly.  And he was there all the time.  
He was not the President at that time.  He became President later and I think of all the Presidents 
I have met over the years, which is most of them, he is probably the one that I think has been 
most engaged with community, and as you said it is because - there longer.  He was part of 
Kwantlen for a much longer period.  He didn’t just come in as the President.  And I think that 
really does make a difference.  And I mean in a place like Surrey in particular where things are 
changing and growing so much, to have some continuity really makes a huge difference.  I mean 
that is one of the reasons that the Surrey Now Leader still lets me do a column once a week.  I 
have some continuity here.  I have been around a while.  So you know I look back on some 
things and I have some context that people just don’t know about because they just haven’t been 
here as long.  And I think, that is what I try and bring to that is to make the residents aware of the 
community read the column and hopefully read my blog, understand some of the background of 
these thing. 
[1:10:18] 
 
ROGER:  Well certainly you are in the Peace-Arch News too.  So those insights are very helpful 
because as you say you just look at the growth of Surrey, most people have no concept of 50 
years ago, 20 years ago, some 10 years ago.  Of what Surrey was.  So probably that context is 
very important because when you understand where you are from you have a better grasp of 
where you are. 
 
FRANK: Yeah exactly. 
 
ROGER:  Where you are going. 
 
FRANK:  What was the quote about history?  Those who don’t know history are doomed to 
repeat it [laughing]  I hope that we don’t repeat some of the mistakes. [laughing] 
 
ROGER:  It has been quite a tremendous growth and Kwantlen ends up being a part of that and 
certainly has made a real difference.  I can remember that one of our faculty once said to me 
“When I went Princess Margaret I was the only brown person in the school”.  He said it wasn’t 
really negative but it was certainly part of my formation to have immigrated here gone through 
Princess Margaret, Douglas, Ching Po was one of his instructors he would cite as well.  Ching Po 
Shi.  And then [this faculty member] got a PhD at Queens - worked through and was very 
successful in a variety of fields.  It is that kind of dynamic that has really formed Kwantlen.  I 
remember a student coming to me at one point and said “you know you are not really doing 
enough for students of colour; they don’t have a sense of what their place is in the institution.”   
Which is when the CDEA [Committee on Diversity and Ethnic Awareness] was formed as a 
result of that.  He ended up as a Student Association President.  But he provided some good 
insights into the community and said this is kind of how we are feeling.  And as an institution 
you need to do something about that. 
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FRANK:  You need to be aware of that and do something. 
 
ROGER:  So, Kwantlen was able to play the role and Judy Villeneuve worked with most people 
like her and 40 other agencies and the kind of thing we call the Surrey-Delta Multicultural Co-
ordinating Committee [SDMCC].  Which was just a group of about 40 organizations, churches, 
RCMP, Kwantlen, high school district, high school district specifically, who came together to 
figure out what do we do about cultural diversity and supporting diversity in Surrey and that 
started about 1989-1990.  And then we ran a bunch of workshops, got some Federal money to do 
things and it did create a sort of a picture of Kwantlen as being interested in and having events 
here that dealt with issues of diversity.  That I think that was very important for an institution.  
Anyway that is part of how the institution moves forward I think, as it tries to reflect the 
community.   But that is not something that everybody accepts but it is interesting to, I mean that 
primacy of community in the institution.  It is interesting to get that perspective from outside and 
to have people tell you that is where we should be focusing some energy. 
 
FRANK:  Well I think part of the infrastructure deficit in Surrey I think is growth related and 
because we haven’t maybe had as many deeply rooted community institutions as we should have 
or could have.    
[1:14:09] 
 
Let’s say we were Vancouver for example where there are many deeply rooted institutions but 
Vancouver has been a big city for a long time.  Surrey has not been.  But I think Kwantlen has 
been and become one of our more deeply rooted institutions and I would say it plays a very 
important role in that respect.  You know, particularly in dealing with post-secondary in 
technological education but beyond that as well, as part of the community as you mentioned.   I 
would certainly encourage that. 
 
ROGER:  I thought we should have started talking about the Greater Surrey area as opposed to 
the greater Vancouver area since it is just about to surpass it. 
 
[laughing] 
 
ROGER:  In population and yet the focal point is very different we are trying to work with a 
community organization to work on culturally sensitive long-term care.  This was working with 
the Federal Government to try and get some of the infrastructure money coming into Surrey to 
do that and so we started throwing that phrase out about this is the Greater Surrey Area.  Really a 
part of the GVRD [laughing] - it is the reverse. 
 
FRANK: [laughing] yeah.   
 
ROGER:  I mean it was hard to get politicians even to come to an event in Vancouver even.  To 
get them to come out to Surrey- 
 
FRANK:  Oh yeah.  I saw that so many times.  I mean they show up here now because there are 
more ridings here.  
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ROGER:  There is more ridings, there is more members of government.  So there more- 
 
FRANK:  But for a long time that was challenging and I think that was especially true of the 
Federal Government.  The Federal Government really up until I would say the Paul Martin era 
paid very little attention to Surrey.  Part of that was, you know in the Liberal years we had little 
or no Liberal representation here.  But a lot of it is and I would say that about the MPs today.  A 
British Columbia MP has very little clout in Ottawa.  We don’t have the numbers in population 
that you know how something goes in British Columbia is going to make a significant difference 
on the final election results.  Ontario and Quebec are the two provinces with the vast majority of 
MPs.  And yet Western Canada, British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba has 
provided a huge amount of tax revenue to Ottawa and a lot of it hasn’t come back this way until 
the last 10 to 12 years.  Where there has been a more concerted effort on the part of Federal 
politicians to do that and to try and have some sense of what is going on here.  Of course now 
Surrey has nothing but Liberal MPs.  I don’t know how long that is going to last but for right 
now that is the case.  Gordy Hogg filled the last slot like in December and we should be getting 
and Kwantlen should be getting lots of attention from the Federal Government.  With all those 
Liberal MPs there.  I think it is better.  I think it could be better still but I mean it is better than it 
has been.   
[1:17:34] 
 
I think Provincially going right back to the beginning and the things we have talked about there 
has always been an appreciation and understanding of the need for community college, 
university college, polytechnic university here but the funding has been uneven and I think 
sometimes there has been requests that Kwantlen do this, do that but as you pointed out the 
funding hasn’t been made available.  And I think again is why it is important that the institution 
be a part of a broader community because if the institution is part of the broader community the 
broader community will go to bat for the institution when it needs some assistance in getting that 
point across.  If it is isolated from the broader community that level of support isn’t there.   
 
ROGER:  No that is very, very true.  That is a very important part of the politics because I mean 
to me politics is all about the allocation of scarce resources.  And it is not bad, it is not good it is 
just the way it is.   
 
FRANK:  That is what you taught us back in 1971 [laughing]. 
 
ROGER:  It is always interesting because when there is sort of a - that is external and when there 
is not enough for a particular institution then the politics, the allocation of scarce resources 
within the institution becomes more combative – more, you know, there is far more discussion.  
There are far more issues that arise because there were just not enough scarce resources to carry 
it out.  So the politics which I think is a good word then gets kind of layered into the institution 
more and then as more funding becomes available it kind of recedes a bit and it gets externalized 
once more.  So it is always an interesting thing to observe.  I have always found it very, very 
fascinating.  Alice do you want to throw in any thoughts? 
 
ALICE:  No I am listening with strong attention and hearing all kinds of things that are- 
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You did mention my name in terms of the need for something stable.  So I will say that I have 
certainly tried to stay the course.  I have worked in a number of facilitative careers. 
 
FRANK:  Okay yup. 
 
ALICE:  I would say that the work that we have done at various times doing institutional 
analysis has been interesting because internally it has been pretty consistent. Now you need to 
interview Gordon Lee.  He did the research and he ground the numbers and did the report but 
that internally - even though the administration has changed at various times internally, we have 
stayed pretty mission driven. I will say that for now.  
 
FRANK:  Yeah that is a very interesting point, Alice, because you often hear nowadays, you 
didn’t hear this phrase, Institutional Memory. 
 
[group Mm-hmm] 
 
FRANK: And it is really important to have institutional memory.  Because you do have change 
of leaders and you have change of other people.   
 
** Note: from this point forward the audio time codes are aligned with the MP3 (audio-only) file 
due to technical issues with the video file.  
[1:20:59] 
 
But you need people in any institution who’ve got a memory of what things were like and where 
they came from.  And this has been our mission and this is something we want to keep working 
towards, etcetera.   
 
ALICE:  That is why this interview process is so important. 
 
FRANK: Yeah for sure. 
 
ROGER:  Let’s talk a little bit about the infrastructure of Surrey and then go back to Douglas.  
My recollection is that it was a two-lane King George Highway all the bloody way and that even 
in Whalley there were a couple of blocks that were kind of wider. But most of it was two lanes 
all the way from the border all the way to 6th and McBride for the other campus of Douglas 
across the Pattullo Bridge. 
 
FRANK: It was mainly two lanes in 1970. I remember I was at the Leader in the probably early 
80s when King George was widened from 64th to 96th.  It had been widened earlier I think from 
96th to 108th. 
 
ROGER:  Yeah that was earlier.   
 
FRANK: It was probably made a four lane then.  But you know there were many other roads like 
152nd didn’t go through.  There was no bridge over the Nicomekl River.  Two main roads were 
64th and 88th Ave that ran the length of Surrey.  The entire length.  I don’t think any portion of 
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them were four lanes.  So the road networks have changed a lot.  And when Kwantlen, Douglas 
started in 1970 as I said earlier there was no bus transit.  I used to ride my bike up here to 140th 
campus and I was going along Fraser Highway and it was a two-lane road. There was a little bit 
of a marked section with a white line where I could ride so I wasn’t riding right in the traffic 
lane.  It was a pretty busy road at the time.  There were two traffic lights between Cloverdale and 
Whalley.  One was at 152nd.  There might have been three.  There might have been one on 160th, 
152nd and 140th.  That was it.  No other traffic lights.  So it has changed so much in that respect. 
You know one of the things that has changed Surrey a lot and probably even indirectly helped 
lead to the formation of the college here was when the Freeway was built. 
 
ROGER: The 99- 
 
FRANK:  Number 1. More than the 99.  Ninety-Nine to some degree but Highway 1 more than 
99.  Prior to that time the Pattullo Bridge was the only way to get across the Fraser River.  And 
you know it was a slow go in Surrey and it was a slow go in New Westminster and Burnaby and 
anywhere you went.  When I was a little kid we used to go to my grandparents who lived in 
North Burnaby usually once a week for dinner on Sunday night.  And my dad who was working 
all week would pile us in the car and we would drive up what is now the Fraser Highway and go 
by the turkey farms that were there and then go up through Whalley and across the bridge and go  
[1:24:28] 
 
to 8th street and that became Grandview - Douglas that was before it was called Canada Way and 
went to Sperling and then crossed over Sperling and went to North Burnaby.  They lived just off 
Barnett Highway. And that was a long slow trip.  And it was the same going the other way.  My 
dad’s brother and his family lived in Chilliwack and if we went to visit them that was a two-hour 
trip from Cloverdale to Chilliwack.  That wasn’t because of the congestion it was because you 
went through Langley and Aldergrove, and Abbotsford.  Two lane road most of the way.  And 
that was British Columbia in the late 1950s and early 1960s.  Then one of the freeways were 
built, in particular Highway 1. All of a sudden Surrey just opened right up for growth and 
development, particularly suburban development.  And Guildford Shopping Center opened in 
1966 which was a very seminal moment in Surrey because we had not had anything like that 
here.  
 
ROGER: A much smaller version than today. 
 
FRANK: Yeah. It was big for here. The fact that Woodward’s would have a store in Surrey - it 
was huge. By the time Douglas opened in 1970 we would have about five or six years of that 
growth. I have an interesting bit of research. I was working on another project a couple of years 
ago. I cannot remember the young lady’s name but when the Port Mann Bridge opened there was 
a young woman who was featured in some way who was a Surrey resident. She was part of our 
first Douglas College class. 
 
ROGER: Oh really. 
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FRANK: Because I recognized her name. And if I find it I will send you an email what it is. She 
was here when I was here. She was part of the original class and she was involved in helping 
Premier Bennett open the Port Mann Bridge. 
 
ROGER:  W.A.C? 
 
FRANK: The original Bennett [laughing].  That changed things dramatically.  One thing that 
changed was Guildford. Where the exits were put, played a big role. Like 152nd was the exit to 
Guildford. And Guildford wasn’t just built for Surrey it was built for the whole Fraser Valley. 
Because there were no other shopping malls or anything like it in Abbotsford or Chilliwack or 
Mission or anywhere else, 160th that was out in the middle of what in those days were basically 
the bush.  But it was paved, so you could go on 160th down Fraser Highway pretty easily.  When 
I commuted to SFU in 1972 to 1974 it was up 176th up Fraser to 160th.  Because 176th was a 
gravel road until the mid 1970s, North of Five Corners.   So even though there was a Freeway 
exit hardly anyone used it because you could not get through there. So the transportation pattern 
changes have been absolutely phenomenal.  And now we have the South Fraser Perimeter Road. 
We have the Alex Fraser Bridge.  We have Skytrain.  We have a pretty good system of bus 
transit in Surrey.  It is not as good as Vancouver.  But it is not too bad. And cycling 
infrastructure which we never had any of it in those days.  And many four lane roads.  And it is a 
very different city. But there is a lot more people. And Surrey I think as a city government, to its 
credit, has tried to keep up with its portion of transportation.   
[1:28:17] 
 
I think where things have fallen down is more when the Provincial and in a few cases the Federal 
Government have not come through.  It has mainly been Provincial I mean most of that money is 
Provincial.  
 
ROGER: So the Port Mann is what 50? - 
 
FRANK: The original Port Mann Bridge opened in 1964.   
 
ROGER: And the tunnel was 1959. 
 
FRANK: Yeah. 
 
ROGER: So before that there was the Pattullo Bridge.  And there was a ferry- 
 
FRANK: A ferry went Ladner to Richmond. There was the Pattullo. And the next bridge to the 
east was the Mission Bridge.  It was just a railway bridge. You could only go on one lane.  You 
had to line up and wait for a green light. You drove over planks in between the railway tracks. 
And then there was Agassiz Bridge was opened in 1956 or there about. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. 
 
FRANK: That was so far away- 
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ROGER: It is half of Chilliwack. 
 
FRANK: Yeah. So the ability to get back and forth across the river was pretty minimal. And you 
know when I was growing up in Surrey what that meant is most people who worked in Surrey 
lived in Surrey. There was not a lot of commuting back and forth. It was very rare even in my 
area in Cloverdale for someone to commute as far as New Westminster. The odd person would 
do that.  In North Surrey there was much more commuting to New Westminster.  In fact, that is 
really how Whalley got built up.  It was a place for cheap accommodation during the war. The 
Pattullo Bridge had been opened not long before.  There wasn’t enough accommodation 
available for all war workers in New Westminster. And so a lot of people came to Surrey. Built 
small homes.  Whalley developed as a community in the late 1940s that was when the original 
commercial buildings were built there.  A few of which are still there.  Newton at that time was 
still just farm land.  White Rock was a community, but not a really big one. Cloverdale wasn’t 
big. But Cloverdale was center of the city in terms of where the Municipal Hall and the police 
were located.  We had no hospitals.  There were no hospitals in Surrey.  I was born at Royal 
Columbian in New Westminster - that was the closest possible.   
 
ROGER: So when you think of the industry.  I mean some Surrey people were going across the 
river to the mills too.  Because there is what about eight mills and dumb beehive burners and so 
on in New Westminster. 
 
[1:31:02] 
 
FRANK: Yeah New Westminster had an active dock.  That Pacific Coast Terminal, the ships 
would call there.  And it had a large retail community. Like when we were kids we did our 
shopping for back to school clothes at the Army and Navy, or Eatons or Woodwards in New 
Westminster because that was closest.  That’s why it was such a big deal when Woodwards came 
to Surrey. Then you could actually stay in Surrey and shop [laughing]. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. I mean I think it is kind of just that sort of thinking that before 1959 and 1964 
there was the Pattullo Bridge.  That was the only land, there was that little ferry.  That was the 
basic route that everyone had to take to get over to this region.  And yet by the time that Douglas 
was formed and when you add up the school districts North of the river and those South of the 
river they are almost equal in population of the ones that supported it.  And then very quickly 
within about five or six years the South of the river was larger in population base.  So those two, 
like the tunnel and the Port Mann Bridge they had the impact that you are talking about.  
Because that was kind of 10 years, six to 10 years later that Douglas was formed in 1970.  So the 
population had started to shift and it just kept on shifting South of the Fraser.  I was amazed 
when I actually totaled up - looking up these referenda - and totaled up the population to see how 
close they were.  They were small but the population of each- 
 
FRANK: Was pretty equal. 
 
ROGER: Yeah pretty close. 
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FRANK: Well like Richmond.  Richmond really was primarily an agriculture community until 
the tunnel was built. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. 
 
FRANK:  Because it was too difficult to get back and forth.  The Oak Street bridge was built a 
year or two before the tunnel and it was all a part of the same project.  Prior to that they had a 
bridge that wasn’t much different than the Mission Bridge a rickety two lane bridge.  
 
ROGER: Yeah. Water level. 
 
FRANK: Richmond started to grow about that time.  It started to grow a little sooner than Surrey 
did.   
 
ROGER: It had already forgotten about the flood. And started to build high-rises. 
 
FRANK: Yeah exactly [laughing].  And you know Delta was basically completely rural in 
agricultural until the tunnel was built. And that was really when both Tsawwassen and North 
Delta started to develop because it was an access into Vancouver that just hadn’t been there. And 
you know the access from North Delta by the Pattullo was still available but it was not very good 
to go to Vancouver.  It was okay for New Westminster, Burnaby and Coquitlam. And so the 
growth was huge.  Something you would be interested in Roger.  I don’t know if you have done 
any research into this.  
[1:34:07] 
 
I did quite a bit of research into this in last Provincial election came up and I actually wrote a 
column on this too.  At one time Provincially there was a riding called Delta and it included 
Richmond, Delta, White Rock, Surrey and the two Langleys.  One riding, one MLA. That was 
the case until 1956.  Then it became a two member riding.  And it was a two member riding until 
1966.  This was after the transportation infrastructure was built.  By that time the population of 
that riding was huge.  But because there was only one representative and then later two they 
didn’t get a lot of attention paid to them in Victoria even though there was more and more people 
coming there.  Because at that time the way that ridings were created and redistributed was really 
kind of at the whim of the government there wasn’t an independent commission.  And Premier 
W.A.C. Bennett’s strength was always in rural British Columbia.  So the rural ridings stayed in 
existence even when there wasn’t much justification for it. And the urban ridings, because this 
was becoming urban then, it took a long time for them to change.  In 1966, the riding was split 
into four different ridings.  There was the Richmond, Delta, Surrey and Langley ridings. Even at 
that time the population wasn’t fully represented.  When I did the research into this I looked into 
four ridings and how many are there now.  I think something like 20.  Somewhere in there, 17 to 
20 somewhere in there. You know that’s how Delta, that one riding, how much that has changed 
and that basically that Delta riding is the Kwantlen area. 
 
ROGER: That is another good illustration.  I hadn’t thought of that. 
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FRANK: It is really quite fascinating to see that growth and that change. And you know how 
much it has changed and how quickly that has changed.  And you know I think lots of times now 
in this part of the region we don’t necessarily feel that much a fit with Richmond anymore.  
Richmond is not even part of the same health region.  It is part of Vancouver health region and 
yet at one time Richmond, Delta, Surrey, Langley were just one Provincial riding where that one 
lone MLA tried to speak up for the rest of this region. With a greater or lesser success, I think. 
 
ROGER: Yeah and that of course is one of the challenges for a multi-campus institution. Is how 
do you keep a multi-campus institution together? I mean how does it function? How does it 
work? How do you - I mean there are certain advantages obviously of having one but in terms of 
relating to community you have to really focus somebody on that campus and what are they 
going to do to reach out to community.  Because the campus then really becomes identified 
because the School of Design [at the Richmond campus]. 
 
FRANK: Yeah. 
 
ROGER: And that Chip Wilson, Shannon Wilson School of Design. 
 
ALICE: I think it is called the Wilson School of Design. 
 
ROGER: Yeah they have changed it - that is true. In fact, he made some funny comments about 
that at the opening of it. How they decided to just call it Wilson. But you become identified with 
that.  But in terms of students who are here there is still an identity.  For most students the 
identity I think is if they are in a program that is identifiable then that becomes it.   
[1:37:51] 
 
Then it’s campus and then there is sort of amorphous it thing which is Kwantlen.  What is a huge 
region still and harder and harder to get around it.  Even though there is better transportation 
infrastructure it is still not easy to move around because of the volume.  We have seen that. 
 
FRANK: And the growth. 
 
ROGER: And the growth continues. 
 
FRANK: So much, so much change. 
 
ROGER: Well thank you Frank. 
 
FRANK: Thank you that was really interesting.  I hope I didn’t wander off too much. 
 
ROGER: No. You know what it is good because it is capturing the oral history and it is all part 
of it.  And if you are able to bring that context of the community and the region into the 
discussion is very, very helpful. For a lot of people, it is not part of what they know or think 
about. 
 
FRANK: Where are you from originally, are you from Ontario?  
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ROGER:  Yeah Southern Ontario. 
 
FRANK: You think when you first came here the Surrey that you first saw and compare it to the 
Surrey it is today there is just no comparison. 
 
ROGER: Yeah. 
 
[End of transcript]    
 
      
 
           
 
   
 
             
   


