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Free Trade: 
Both Sides 

Dig In 

A report by K wan tlen Com-
munications 
Letien t 

studen t Trish 

"The battle over free trade is 
heating up and t here's no sign 
of a peaceful conclusion." says 
Frank Garcia . a Communica
tions student at K wantlen Col
lege. 

Saturday. October 24. students 
from J\. wantlen·s Communica
tions Program . and groups and 
individuals from both s ides of 
the free trade issue assembled 
at CBC to take part in the 
televised forum "Free Trade: 
Win. Lose. or Draw." 

_.\ six - member guest panel 
fielded questions from the audi
ence. 

Gerry St. Germain. Conserva-
tive MP for '\1ission-Port 
'\1oody; '\1ichael Walker. 
president of the Fraser Insti
tute: and Jim \1atkin . President 
of the Business Council of Brit
ish Columbia. support the free 
trade deal. 

Ian Waddell. '.\ew Democrat 
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Shelley Drage 
• 

WlllS 

BCYCNA 
Graphics 

Scholarship 

A mature studen t at J\.wantlen 
wins an exciting scholarship 

Shelley Drage. 4th-semester 
Graphic and \'isual Design stu
dent. is the recipient of a Brit
ish Columhia & Yukon Commun
ity Newspapers Association 
scholarship. 

Each year the 80-member pub
lishers· group selects candidates 
from s ix post-secondary insti
l utions. based on faculty 
recommendations. 

Shelley . a mature student and 
mother. has maintained good 
grades and had a n exceptional 
punctuality and attendance 
record throughout the intensive 
graphics program. 

Fran k Ludtke. Coord inator of 
the Graphics program . accom
panied Shelley to the Awards 
Luncheon at Suehiro Japanese 
Restaurant du ring the annua l 
Editoria l Sem inar. held this 
year at the Delta A irport Inn. 

••• 

October 29, 1987 

Do we have a 
Literacy 
Problem? 

Geoff Dean and Gary M iller. 
A.B.E .. ask: Does the Kwantlen 
Region have a Literacy Problem ? 

We who live in B.C. have rea
son to feel smug on the few 
occasions we look east toward 
the rest of Canada. The recent 
Southam Literacy Survey adds 
an item to ou r list of beautiful 
scenery. m oderate climate. and 
so on: in B.C . . the percentage of 
adults who are f unctionally 
illiterate is lower than in any 
other part of Canada. In the 
Lower Ma inland the percentage 
is lower. still. 

We're familiar with statistics 
that show those with less edu
cation are less economically 
productive. u nemployed more. 
more likely to be on welfare. 
and so on. Many of us bemoan 
the social a nd cultural impact 
of under-education. which. 
w h ile less easily quantified. is 
no less sign ificant. But is this a 
problem in our region? 

W hat do t he results of this sur
vey tell us about our region? 
Do we have: 

a) no problem? After all. we 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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have very few functionally illi
terate adults in our region: 
b) no problem? We have many 
functionally illiterate adults in 
the region. but the school 
boards and the College provide 
ample upgrading opportunities 
for those adults. or 
c) a challenge? We have many 
functionally illiterate adults in 
the region. and the school 
boards and the College do not 
yet provide ample upgrading 
opportunities for those adults. 
It's our intent here to provide 
information which will enable 
you to decide which of the 
above choices is most correct. 

First. on upgrading: about 250 
people can be accommodated in 
fundamental literacy programs 
sponsored by the College and 
the region· s school boards. The 
school boards off er space for 
about 200 people. most in 
part-time programs. which 
meet less than 10 hours per 
week. The college has space for 
about 50 half-time students at 
the "upper fundamentals" level. 

That's the supply. What about 
the potential demand? Accord
ing to the Southam Survey. 14 
per cent of the adults in greater 
Vancouver are functionall y illi
terate. If this percentage 
applies to the Kwantlen region. 
which has an adult population 
of over 300.000. then there are 
more than 42.000 functionall y 
illiterate adults in our region. 

But not all of these people will 
want to take part in a literacy 
program. A measure of the 
participation rate of the func
tionally illiterate in literacy 
programs would be very 
useful- fortunately. the Survey 
reported such a rate. The aver
age participation rate of illi-

terates in literacy programs in 
Canada is l. 7 per cent. Apply
ing that rate to the functional 
illiterates in our region means 
that space is needed for at least 
450 more. 

In our work in Kwantlen's 
Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
program. we are very aware of 
both the need for and the shor
tage of basic literacy seats. 
Each year. about 200 people 
apply to enter the Surrey 
campus program. which has 
room for 94. We try to assess 
all applicants before they regis
ter: about 150 come in for 
assessment. About one-third 
have severe difficulties with 
reading. some because English is 
not their first language. We try 
to refer them to our E.S.L. pro
gram. Many others are native 
speakers of English. Of these. 
10 or more read so poorly that 
our program. given current con
straints. cannot accommodate 
them. We try to refer them to 
other programs. but there may 
be none in this region. And 
even if there is. it may be full: 
the student goes on another 
waiting list. 

Fifty people are on the waiting 
list for our Surrey daytime 
program-a si milar number 
waits to get into Richmond . 
Only half who apply are still 
ready and able to enter our pro
gram when a space becomes 
available. A delay of more 
than two weeks and we lose 
them. 

Many people don't realize 
they're functionally illiterate: 
some apply for other College. In 
the academic: area. instructors 
in mos t first-year courses. espe
cially English 099 and English 
100. have their hands more 
than full trying to cope with 

such students. many of whom 
withdraw or fail. Of the people 
who apply to the College's 
vocational programs. about 40 
per cent don't qualify to enter 
because of poor reading skills: 
some are admitted anyway. but 
many others are turned away. 
Although students referred 
from within the College have 
priority. only a few are able to 
enter our A.B.E. program with 
no delay. When there is a delay . 
we lose them. 

Of course . many functional illi 
terates don ' t even approach the 
College for upgrading or for 
entry into other programs. 
Without a focussed approach to 
this problem. they may never 
do so . The costs to our com
munity of not providing these 
450 seats in basic literacy pro
grams are and will continue to 
be high: the direct costs of 
higher welfare and L.I.C. pay
ments. the indirect costs of 
lower consumer purchasing 
power. the opportunity costs to 
business of a lowered ability to 
adapt to changing requirements 
due to an undereducated work
force (at the worker 's and the 
manager's level). the social 
costs of unemployable youth. 
the cultural costs of a largely
illiterate electorate. 

There is a challenge here: the 
answer to our multiple-choice 
question above is (c ). The chal 
lenge won 't be overcome by 
benign neglect. since accord ing 
to the Southam Survey 13 per 
cent of our recent high schoo l 
grad uates and 22 per cent of 
recent drop-outs are also func
tionally illiterate. 

We bel ieve K wantlen should 
take a larger role in meeting 
this challenge. What do vo u 
think? • • • 
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MP for Vancouver-Kingsway: 
David Levi , an investment 
broker and vice-chairman of 
Van City Savings: and John 
Gray, author/ composer, best 
known for his show Billy 
Bishop Goes to War. say this 
deal is bad for Canada. 

Comm uni cations instructor 
\1adeline Hardin, who organ
ized the forum for CBC. invited 
the class to attend. 

St udents examine the history of 
Canada·s media in a core pro
gram course. Communications in 
Canada . And the relationship 
bet w een the American and the 
Canadian communications in
dustries is s tudied in depth. 

\1an y of the s tudents say free 
trade wil 1 strangle Canada· s 
cultural industries. As an 
example . Canada is already con
s idered to be part of the U.S. 
domestic market in film distri
bution . T he big A merican film 
companies own ou r theatres . 
Because of a lack of access to 
d istribution. Canadian films 
make up three percent of all 
films shown in Canada. 

"'\ot jus t our cultural indus
t ries. but our culture itself is at 
s take ." says s tudent Diane 
Cadieux . 

Others in the class see free trade 
as a great economic possibility 
for Canada. 

The CBC debate did not sway 
s tudent opinion on the issue. 
K wantlen ·s Communications 
class is representative of all of 
Canada: a divided class. a 
di v ided country . 

••• 

Kinetic Action 
A lecture/ demonstration of the 
new Kinetic Educalion methods 
will be offered by Barb Phil
brook. parent. teacher and 
certified Kinetic Education 
instructor. 

Obtain a greater understanding 
of how the right and left brains 
work and learn powerful tech
niques to produce greater learn
ing potential. 

These techniques have produced 
rapid . measurable improve
ments m reading. wntmg. 
comprehension . spelling and 
memory. 

See the .!\. inetic Education tech
niques in ac'Lion. 

Surrey Campus 

Thursday. November 5 
12:30 - 2 :00 p .m . Room 408 
8:30 - 10:00 p .m . Room 419 

Friday. November 6 
12:30 - 2 :00 p.m. Room 408 
2 :30 - 4:00 p.m. Room 408 

Lunch Hour 
Series 

on Disabilities 

In the series From Disability to 
Ability : Understanding and 
Coping , the following speakers 
will appear. 

From noon to 1 :00 p.m. on 
Thursday. Oct. 29 Angie Kwok 
of the Vancouver Neurological 
Centre will speak on Epilepsy , 
in Room 404, Richmond. 

From noon to 1 :00 p.m. on 
Wednesday , Nov. 4 staff from 
the Audiological Resource Cen
tre of the Western Institute for 
the Deaf will speak on Deafness 
and H earing Impairment , in 
Room 204. Surrey. 

From noon to 1 :00 p .m . on 
Thursday. Nov. 5 the preceding 
program on Deafness will be 
presented in Room 404. Rich
mond. 

AVAILABLE! 

Solid Gold Coupon Book 
offering coupons and discounts 
on travel. entertainment and 
dining. Price is only $38 .00 and 
the use of just 4 coupons will 
more than repay you that cost. 
(Savings of over $10.000.) 

A fund raiser for the Van
couver Youth Sy mphony 
Orchestra! 

Contact: Carol. Surrey Library 
(local 256) 



Canada Savings Bonds 
The Payroll Department has now received the rates and schedules for 

1987/88 Canada Savings Bonds. 

The rate of interest on this year's issue is 9 per cent for the first year. 

The information here will help you decide what to buy . 

.- ADMINISTRATION and FACULTY -. 
Please have your completed application form to Payroll no later than 

Friday, November 6 

$100 bond will cost you $ 8.72 / pay 
$500 bond will cost you $43 .61 / pay 

$1 ,000 bond will cost you $87.22 / pay 

.-STAFF-. 
Your completed application form should have been in payroll yesterday! 

However, you can still purchase bonds and the first payment will be adjusted. 
Please be sure to have the application to payroll no later than 

Friday, No-vember 6 

$100 Bond will cost you $ 4 .02/ pay 
$500 Bond will cost you $20 .08 I pay 

$1 .00!J Bond will cost you $40.16 / pay 

Last year's Bonds will be available on Thursday, November 5. 
Please sign for them at your campus switchboard. 

If you have any further questions contact the Payroll department at ~ewton. 

Shakespearean Tragedy Malcolm 
Bradbury. and David Palmer (eds.) 
(Surrey/Richmond PR 2983 S45J 

Software Quality Assurance: A Prac
tical Approach T.S. Chow ( Newton 
QA 76.76 T48 T88) 

South African Dispatches: Letters to 
My Countrymen Donald \Voods 
(Surrey DT 7'.79.9 W66) 

Souvenirs D'Enfrance (La Gloire de 
Mon Pere, le Chateau de Ma Mere, le 
te MPS des Secrets, le T emps des 
Amours), vol 1-4 Marcel Pagnot 
(Surrey PQ 2631 A26 Z57 ) 

Standards and Practices for Instru
mentation ( Nev•ton REF TA 165 
15967 1986) 

Star Wars : The Strategic Initiative 
Debates in Congress Larry Pressler 
(Surrey UG 743 P75 J 

BOOK [~]]SHELF 
--l\'ew books in the library-

Suicide Risk : The Formulation of 
Clinical Judgement J.T. Maltsberger 
(Surrey HV 6545 G7 3 ) 

Technolo_gy and Justice George 
Granmt (Surrey BJ 59 G7 3) 

Tug of V.'ar: Ottawa and the Pro
vinces Under Trudeau and Mulroney 
David A. Milne ( Richmond JL 27 M55 ) 

Tuning and Control Loop Perfor
mance G.K. McMillan <Newton 1 S 
156.8 M4J 

Ukraine: Historical Atlas P.R. Magocsi 
(Surrey REF G 2151 SJ \134 1985) 

UndC"rstanding and Using Microcom
puters Steven Zimmnm;in . Lrn Con rad 
( Newton HF 5541i.22511 1 

Vancouver Past: Essays in Sod a) His
tory Robert McDonald and Jean Bar
man (eds. ) ( Richmond FC 3847.394 
\ ' 35) 

William Faulkner's Short Stories 
James B. Carothers ( Richmond PS 3511 
A86 Z7543 J 

Women and Aging Ellen M . Gee and 
Mnedith Kimball {Surrey HQ 1064 C2 
G43 J 

Workable Futures: Notes on Emerg
ing T echnologies Econom ic Council of 
Canada (Richmond T 17 3.8 W6 7) 

Working with Technology Economic 
Council of Canada (Surrev . ( Richmond 
HC 120 A9 B48 J . 


