
Adrienne MacLaughlin 
Begins Work as 

K wantlen's President 

As it turns out. Adrienne 
MacLaughlin was already 
thinking about change when the 
opportunity to become the 
President of K wantlen College 
opened up. She was Vice 
President. Academic at Algon
quin College in Ottawa. a big 
institution with an educational 
budget of $43 million. a 
staff of 817 and a student 
body of 11.400. 

"Algonquin is one of the 
largest and most complex 
community colleges in 
Canada." Mrs. MacLaugh
lin says. "and I had been 
there for 1 7 years. If I 
wanted change. I knew I 
wouldn't find it in 
Ontario. I had to look at 
other provinces. I felt 
that Quebec and British 
Columbia. as provinces. 
were very different from 
Ontario. 

"I wanted to remain in 
education. and I wanted to 
remain in an administra
tive setting. All this was 
in my mind when I hap
pened to be attending a 
meeting in Toronto and 

saw the notice in The Globe & 
Mail." 

She was immediately interested. 
and. back home in Ottawa. 
talked about it with her hus
band. Ernie. a high school 
teacher in computer studies. 
"He became even more excited 
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about the possibilities than I. 
So I began to really dig into the 
information on Kwantlen Col
lege. I looked at its financing. 
its contracts. the collective bar
gaining atmosphere. I decic!ed 
not to talk to the people at the 
College itself: I wanted an 
objective viewpoint. Then I got 

a copy of the calendar. 
learned about the pro
grams offered. and got a 
lot of information on the 
communities that the Col
lege serves. 

"That· s one of the most 
interesting aspects: the 
communities here are very 
heterogeneous. and that 
was very. very exciting to 
me. Ottawa. you know. 
it's civil servants. There's 
a sameness. Also exciting 
was that the area was 
growing like crazy, with 
lots of kids. Future stu
dents. 

"So I applied. and went 
through the selection pro
cess and that 
impressed me in itself. 
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"One of the first things the 
board did was to prov ide an 
incred ible amount of informa
tion about this organization. 
They gave me everything , and 
not only the good things. I 
became aware that the organiza
tion had had a difficult time. 

'\Vha t came across in 
my investigations of 
the College was the 
creativity here, and 
the wide variety of 
programs offered.' 

"Did I have qualms? No. What 
came across in my investiga
tions of the College was the 
creativity here. and the wide 
variety of programs offered. 
There were lots of problems 
identified. but also a lot of 
obvious effort into addressing 
those problems. Algonquin, 
you know. had also gone 
through administrative and 
people problems. I had a 
devoted and integrated team 
there. I thought. 'There's no 
reason I can't create that at 
Kwantlen.'" 

Of the 125 people who 
responded to that advertise
ment. the K wantlen College 
Board selected Adrienne 
MacLaughlin. David Penn. 
Board Chairman. said "She 
comes to us with the experience 
of administering a large organi
zation with numerous campus 
locations. She brings fresh 
ideas to K wantlen as the Col
lege prepares to build its first 
permanent campus in Surrey." 
Adrienne '.\1acLaughlin is the 
first woman to be appointed 
President of a Community Col-

lege in British Columbia . . . she 
is also the first Francophone. 

"Je suis une Acadienne." she 
says. "born in Paquetv ille. :'\ew 
Brunswick ." 

She thinks there is great poten
tial for growth here. In a for
mal response to the announce
ment of her appointment. she 
said "I am committing my pro
fessional expert ise. m y experi
ence and my personal attributes 
to an inst itution which offers 
one of the best available chal
lenges in Canada : the provision 
of educational training and 
opportunities of a consistently 
high quality to the residents of 
Surrey. White Rock . Delta. the 
two Langleys and Richmond." 

Mrs. MacLaughlin has already 
started to get out into the com
munities served by K wantlen. 
"I intend to get to know them 
well," she told Inside , "and 
meet a wide variety of people. 
They're the taxpayers. the peo
ple who keep us going. And it's 
within those communities we 
find our students and the peo
ple who employ them. 

"I'm going to talk. discuss. meet 
and listen." 

And her priorities for the Col
lege itself? "I think it wou Id be 
unwise of me to talk about 
those priorities without getting 
a feel for the place first. One of 
the earliest impressions I had 
was that Kwantlen was not 
well known. I attribute that to 
its being very young. That 
should be one of the first priori
ties. to project and transmit the 
quality of what is going on 
here. 

"I want to put K want Jen on the 

educational map of Br itish 
Colum bia and Canada. 

"Having a new president w ill 
help. And people here are 
eager to project a good image. I 
think that will be easy once the 
strategies are worked out." 

What's her reaction to fears 
expressed recently that today 's 
specialized education is not pro
ducing well- rounded students? 
Can K wantlen. by its v ery 
nature. avoid ' furthering that 
process? "To me." Mrs. 
:\facLaughlin responds. "general 
education is impor tant. Every 
student should hav e excellent 

'That should be one 
of the first priorities, 
to project and to 
transmit the quality 
of what is going on 
here ••• I want to 
put K wantlen on the 
educational map of 
British Columbia and 
Canada.' 

basic skills in areas like 
literacy. math. and computer 
skills. They also need an 
awareness of their environment. 
It's of dire importance today 
that we succeed in making the 
student realize that we live in a 
knowledge-based world . and we 
live in a rapidly changing 
world. It changes so fast-if 
you don't learn how to learn . 
you 'll be in trouble." 

Does she foresee an expansion 
into new areas of the cu r ricu
lum? "At this point, I won't 
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talk about specifics. One thing I 
do know is that the variety of 
courses should expand in all 
areas. There's a possibility we 
may have enough in Technol
ogy. I don't know. Enrolment 
in technologies is down all 
across Canada." 

While this interview was in 
progress Ernie !\1acLaughlin 
popped into Adrienne's office 
with good news. They now 
have a house. They move in ' 
(with their two cats. Richettsie 
and Joey) on September 12. 
The house is just eight minutes 
from her l\'ewton office. The 
MacLaughlins both love garden
ing. love to walk. enjoy 
downhill skiing. "We do every
thing together." she says. "We 
like to explore our neighbor
hood. We'll drive around first 
to get the feel of the area, then 
walk through. We love to eat 
and cook. and share the food 
with friends. I'm looking for
ward to moving in to the house 
from the motel." She laughs. "I 
haven't cooked a meal m 
weeks!" 
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Staff Picnic 
a Hoot 

The Kwan ti en Staff Picnic held 
Sunday at Crescent Park was a 
hoot. A good crowd (more than 
200) showed up and tucked 
into a fine spread highlighted by 
hot meats prepared and served 
by. among others. Frank Apel. 
Don Currie. Al Chalmers. Bob 
Lowe, Roger Elmes. Gerry 
Kilcup and Bob Lisson. The 
roast beef was a particular hit. 
So was the park itself. and the 
weather was ideal. 

Bonnie :\fcGhie's Cross-Country 
Croquet Tournament was popu
lar: Sandy and Dan McQuade 
took the His and Hers Open. In 
the Seniors event. the winners 
were Ken and Louise Dercole. 

"Winners of the Longest Time 
Spent in the \Voods Award." 
says Bonnie. "were Adrienne 
and Ernie !\1acLaughlin. John 
and Eve Lauder missed this dis
tinction by 15 seconds." 

The Fishing Contest was won 
by Gail Mitchell's daughter. 
Michelle, in nine seconds. The 
Mitchell family is tough com
petition: Gail won the Women's 
Football Accuracy Throw. The 
Men's Event. after a number of 
elimination rounds. was won 
by John Levin. 

The relay races were won by 
the Faculty Team. with the 
Staff Team coming in second. 
and the Administration/ Board 
Team taking the bronze. (:\Tote: 
There were no other teams.) 

Bonnie and the other organizers 
say thanks to all participants 
for being such good sports. 

Student 
Association 
Executive 

Here is the executive of the 
K wantlen College Student 
Association : 

President 
John Holyk 

Vice President Surrey 
Michele Crncic (SCRnik) 

Vice President Newton 
Jaimy Parker 

Vice President Richmond 
Wendy Lukas 

Financial Coordinator 
Ray Wearing 

External/ 
Federation Representative 

David Smith 

These positions run from May 
1.1987 to April 30. 1988. 

The position of Internal Affairs 
will be vacant until an election 
is called in a few weeks. 

Donna Hry nkiw of Systems 

enjoying her 

first birthday gift. 



Success for Two 
Kwantlen Graduates 

Educational Planner John Bryant sends along word of success for two recent Kwantlen 
grads. 

Lynda Falloon. who won the Governor General's Award at Kwantlen's last graduation 
ceremony. obtained the top mark in the Advanced Financial Accounting course at UBC 
this summer. Lynda is starting an accounting job and will be working toward her Char
tered Accountant designation. 

Kyle Lee. another award winner and former accounting student who returned to 
Kwantlen for a year of University Transfer (Sciences) has been admitted to the School of 

' Rehabilitation :\1edicine at UBC. The Physical Therapy program which Kyle will be tak-
ing has just 26 spaces and is very difficult to get into. The CBC program is one of only 
three of its kind in Western Canada. 

"rm sure everyone a.t Kwantlen." John says. "joins me in extending congratulations to 
these outstanding individuals. As they'll tell you. HARD WORK PAYS OFF." 

Caribbean Teaching 

Want to teach in the Caribbean 
for a year or two or more? Act 
fast. then. on a proposal by the 
Association of Canadian Com
munity Colleges to provide 
three special instructors to 
work in St. Vincent. St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia. Grenada and Domin
ica. They are: (a) a 
Vocational-Technical Edu ca ti on 
Adviser (b) a Manpower Train
ing Specialist (c) an Education 
Finance Specialist. 

The terms and length of service 
vary. and the ACCC is one of 
six organizations vying for the 
contract. For more informa
tion. call Gerri Phillips at Local 
266. Newton Campus. 

Act fast. Your CV should 
arrive at the ACCC's Toronto 
office by September 8. They 
tell us CV s not used in the 
proposal will be kept on fi.le 
for future opportunities. 

Audio/Visual Bookings 

Faculty members are reminded to sub

mit their audio/visual bookings for the 

Fall semester as soon as possible. AV 

bookings can be submitted at each 

campus library, or they can be sent 

directly to Carol Hanson at Surrey. 

Library office hours for AV bookings 

and training are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

During these hours bookings can be 

made in person or by telephone. After 

4:30 pre-booked AV items can be picked 

up and returned , but new bookings will 

not be processed until the following 

morning. 

If you require further information 

about audio/\·isual services please call: 

Newton 

Marjorie, local 213 

Richmond 

Meg, local 54 

Surrey 

Carol, local 256 

En maintenant . • • 

Join the crowd this Fall and 
learn French. The Surrey 
Campus is offering an evening 
course for beginners in French. 
The classes. which use a new 
and innovative method to build 
your confidence. run from 7:30 
to 9:30 p .m . on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Classes begin Tues
day . September 8th. 

To register. call Christiane 
Richards at 255-7053 or 588-
4411. 

CATS! 

Any faculty interested in 
obtaining a copy of the User's 
Guide Computerized Assess
ment of Teaching Systems 
(CA TS), please contact Pat 
Petrie. Administration Office. 
Surrey Campus. 


